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 Making an IrfanView CD 
 
You're visiting at a friend's house.  
She goes out to get the mail and 
comes back in, exclaiming, 
"Here's a CD from my son!"  You 
can hardly wait while she opens 
it.  A handwritten note falls out.  
"Here are the pictures I prom-
ised."  She sticks the CD in her 
computer.  Nothing happens. 
 
She doesn't know much about 
using computers so you double-
click the My Computer icon on 
the desktop and look at the CD.  
It contains the picture files but 
nothing else.  She doesn't have 
any viewer program and neither 
of you can wait for a download.  
So you double-click the first file 
and it opens in Internet Explorer.  
"Oh, isn't that neat?" 
 
There is no direct way to see the 
next picture.  But you know a 
trick.  You ask, "Did you know 
you can alt+Tab to the other win-
dow?"  No, she didn't know but 
she's impressed, maybe.  So you 
alt+Tab, double-click the next 
picture, alt+Tab, double-click the 
next picture, etc.  Tedious, but it 
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Change of 
Address? 

 

Or any other change we 
should know about? E-mail 
address change? 
 

Let our Membership Commit-
tee know by talking to either 
Bill Funk or Phyllis Baughman 
at the main meeting, or by 
emailing them at: 
member-
ship@asciigroup.org 
or by phone (their numbers 
are on the telephone & email 
list available at the main 
meetings). 
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works.  Some of the pictures don't fit the screen.  But they are great pic-
tures. 
 
Back home, you think about how much nicer it would have been if you 
could have used IrfanView.  Even without setting up a slideshow, you 
could have just pressed the space bar for each picture, and the pictures 
would have fit the screen.  You're going to make an IrfanView CD to 
carry in the car so you'll always have a viewer handy.  IrfanView doesn't 
even need to be installed.  It can even be run from a diskette, but some 
computers don't have floppy drives any more, so you'll burn a CD. 
 
If you don't already have IrfanView installed, download it from Irfan-
View.com.  It's a good program, and it's free.  Once installed, right-click 
the IrfanView icon on the desktop or in the Start Menu, Programs (or All 
Programs), and click Properties.  In the shortcut tab, click the Find Target 
button.  This opens the program folder where 
IrfanView is installed.  The program itself is 
selected:  i_view32.exe. 
 
The next step is optional, but you might as well 
make the program load automatically.  Open the 
NotePad program and type the following two 
lines: 
 
[autorun] 
open=i_view32.exe 
 
Save the file in the IrfanView program folder.  It 
won't hurt a thing. 
 
Now insert your new CD-R and start your CD 
burning program.  The procedure varies, de-
pending on what software you have, but here's an example using Nero 
Express.  Click Data, and then Data Disc.  Hold down Alt and tap Tab 
until you get to the IrfanView program folder. 
 
The one program file, i_view32.exe, is all you would really need to show 
slides but there is plenty of room on the CD, so to copy all the IrfanView 
files, in the Edit menu, choose Select All, and then in the Edit menu, 
choose Copy.  Alt+Tab back to Nero Express, right-click in the list view 
(the large rectangular control in the middle) and choose Paste.  Click 
Next, name the disc IrfanView, and click Burn.  Allow time for writing 
and verifying, and then click Next and Exit. 
 
It's time to test the CD.  Insert it in the drive.  If you did not add the auto-
run.inf file, start IrfanView manually by double-clicking i_view32.exe.  
Remove the CD.  Insert a CD that contains some pictures.  In IrfanView, 
in the File menu, choose Open, and open a file on the CD. 
 
The picture is displayed but so is the interface (title bar, menu bar, etc.).  
Press Enter to switch to full-screen mode. 
 
To show the next picture, press the space bar or the right arrow key, or 
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click the right mouse button.  To show the previous picture, press back-
space or the left arrow key, or click the left mouse button.  To escape from 
full-screen mode (to see the interface), press Escape. 
 
There's a lot more to IrfanView but this is enough to get you started with a 
handy viewer CD you can take with you and use without installing.  If you 
do want to learn more about IrfanView, the help file is on the CD, so just 
press F1.  And if you want to "install" IrfanView on any PC, just copy the 
files to a folder on the hard drive. 
 
Hank Pearson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Create PDF documents from any Windows application. 

 
Power PDF is compatible with Adobe Acrobat Reader. I found this pro-
gram easy to install and use. Since I would have little use for a program 
like this the idea of saving hundreds of dollars over the Adobe version 
would make purchasing this product a good value. I have many programs 
now that I seldom use but this would come in handy and in fact has al-
ready. I sent the ASCII editor this article using this product. The devel-
oper’s website states this program offers numerous PDF options like 
document Header Editing, Fonts Embedding, Multiple Compression rate 
(75,200,300DPI) and stationary support (watermarking). Power PDF can 

(Continued from page 3) even email PDF files, with two 
mouse clicks! Power PDF installs 
itself as a “printer subsystem”. 
There are also testimonials on the 
site reflecting positive results 
using this version of software. A 
trial version is offered as a 
download is $10.00 cheaper. Se-
lect print from the file menu. The 
printer interface opens, select 
pdf. In the next window, select 
mail. Your mail program is 
launched and select send to the 
recipient using your email pro-
gram and that’s it. There is a help 
menu on the tool bar and for 
those of you that like buttons. 
Choose customize and add more 
options to tweaks your presenta-
tion. You can even preview your 
document in full scale, after you 
create your PDF file. Create PDF 
documents from invoices, emails, 
pictures or even web pages. At 
$49.95 it is a very affordable 
program. No uninstall feature is 
offered so I removed via the con-
trol panel add remove programs. 
Make your own comparison. 
Visit the company website at 
www.xelerate.biz for further in-
formation and product testimoni-
als. System requirements: 166 
MHz or faster. Windows 95, 98, 
me, NT, XP, 2000 Adobe Acro-
bat Reader 3.0 /4.0 /5.0 /6.0. 70 
MB free hard drive space 64 MB 
minimum. 
 
Attend our monthly meetings and 
a copy of this program may be 
yours. The supplier has donated 
one copy to our club. I found it 
easy to load, use and no conflicts 
were encountered using XP oper-
ating system. I did however have 
a few incidents where the PDF 
file was not launched when I 
selected print. Selecting the re-
pair option on a reinstall may 
correct this. I installed some Mi-
crosoft critical updates that may 
have interfered with this program 

(Continued on page 5) 

The ASCIi ClipboardThe ASCIi Clipboard  

Get Your 15 Minutes of Fame! 
 
Would you like to be listed right at the top of the who’s who list? 
Would you like your name next to the likes of some other ASCIi 
member? You may be thinking to yourself, “How can I do it?” It’s 
easy. Just write an article about anything to do with computers. It 
can be about your favorite program, something fun you do with 
your computer, or even about something you’ve seen or heard 
someone else do with their computer. Long or short, we take it all! 
 

Send your questions or, better yet, your articles to 
editor@asciigroup.org. 
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but now it works again. I’m sure there are others features I am not familiar 
with. The more experienced user would easily recognize these features or 
lack of. One must use this product to fully appreciate its value. Give it a 
try. 
 
Product review by John Grubka 

(Continued from page 4) 

Eastside Meetings 
 

On the fourth Saturday of every month, we have two 
meetings. 

 

Steering Committee: 12:30 P.M. 
Every member who attends is on the committee. Important 

decisions are made at these meetings. This is your  club. It needs 
your  input! 

 

General Eastside Meeting: 1:30 P.M. 
If you’re having a hard time with you computer or you’ve got 

questions that just can’t wait till the next General Meeting, this is 
definitely the meeting to attend. 

 

Address 
Pyle Adult Center 

Southwest corner of Rural Road and Southern, in the Tempe 
Library complex 

 
For further info, call Ric or Bob @ (480) 831-0002. 
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HELP! 
 

We need your help in planning 
the meetings. 
We are trying to get back to an 
idea we had a while ago; that 
is, having a beginners’ class at 
each meeting. 
However, we need your help 
in deciding what topics to 
cover. 
While it sounds easy to just do 
something basic, it can be 
tricky to find the things that 
you want us to cover. 
Do you want us to cover hard-
ware, or software, or both? 
How basic should we get? 
I’m making a start by explain-
ing how to upgrade your com-
puter with more RAM next 
month. Hank will show how to 
customize the Send To entry 
in the Files menu in your Win-
dows Explorer. I think these 
are are good start, but we 
really want to know what 
*YOU* think. 
 
I also want to start a new, 
regular feature in the Clip-
board; one where you can get 
answers top questions. All you 
need to do is ask me in person, 
email, pigeon mail, whatever. 
I’ll do my best to find the an-
swer for you, and print it here. 
If I can’t find the answer, I’ll 
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make one up. The more general the question, the more likely it will 
be read by everyone. I don’t need to print the name of the one ask-
ing, either. 
 
Bill Funk 
 



ASCIi 
1934 E Lugana 
Tempe, AZ 85282 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

Westside Meetings 
 

ABACUS  building 
3rd Street & Earll Drive 

Phoenix, AZ 
 

The second Saturday of each Month 
at 12:30 P.M. 

Eastside Meetings 
 

Pyle Adult Center 
Southwest corner of Rural Road and South-

ern, in the Tempe Library complex. 
 

The fourth Saturday of each Month. 
Steering: 12:30 P.M. — Q&A: 1:30 P.M. 
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