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What a beautiful new camera.  What 
neat pictures.  Your cousin proudly 
emails you half a dozen at a time - 
six megapixels each - so you can 
post them on the family website. 
 
Meanwhile, other cousins send their 
photos at the same time.  Your mail-
box might fill up, you explain.  You 
could miss important messages.  
Besides, you always resize the pic-
tures to a sixth of a megabyte.  
Could she resize them before 
emailing, please? 
 
"Glad to.  How?"  So you ask her to 
get IrfanView so you can both talk 
about the same program.  IrfanView 
is a free viewer - versatile, fast, and 
easy.  You coach her.  In the 
browser (such as Internet Explorer), 
go to http://IrfanView.com, click the 
Download link, and follow the direc-
tions.  Save the setup file anywhere, 
and then double click to run it. 
 
Now, to resize a picture, open the 
file in IrfanView, click the Image 
menu and then Resize/Resample, 
set the width to 720 pixels, make 
sure Resample is selected and Pre-
serve Aspect Ratio is checked, click 
OK, click the File menu and Save As, 
navigate to where you want to save, 
name the picture, select JPG in the 
Save as Type drop down list, slide 
Save Quality to 85, and click Save. 
 
Pretty straightforward.  Right?  
Wrong.  For a person who uses a 
computer in a very limited way, that 
is a mighty big list.  What does navi-
gate mean?  You have to explain 
every detail.  Overwhelming.  She 
can type 100 words a minute, but 
she isn't techy.  Okay? 
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Change of 
Address? 

 

Or any other change we 
should know about? E-mail 
address change? 
 

Let our Membership Com-
mittee know by talking to 
either Bill Funk or Phyllis 
Baughman at the main 
meeting, or by emailing 
them at: 
member-
ship@asciigroup.org 
or by phone (their numbers 
are on the telephone & email 
list available at the main 
meetings). 
 

 
By the way, why 720 pixels wide?  
Why quality 85?  In case you need 
to crop the pictures and touch 
them up.  Leave room and quality 
for editing and more compression. 
 
IrfanView can also do several files 
as a group, but if she thinks resiz-
ing one picture is difficult, batch 
processing would be nearly impos-
sible. 
 
What you need is a really simple 
tool to send her.  IrfanView's 
pretty smart.  Fire it up and hit F1 
for Help.  In the index, type 
'command', and there's a whole 
list of examples.  Here are a cou-
ple: 
 
 i_view32.exe 
c:\test.jpg /resample=
(0,300) /aspectratio 
 
 i_view32.exe 
c:\test.jpg /jpgq=75 /
convert=c:\new.jpg 
 
Paste the examples into a text 
editor (like Notepad) and change 
the details for a test: 
 
"C:\Program 
Files\IrfanView\i_view32.exe
" "Fido Skateboarding.jpg" /
resample=(720,0) /
aspectratio /jpgq=85 /
convert="Fido Skateboard-
ing_.jpg" 
 
That is one long line that wraps 
around.  The program is in the 
default location.  The big file is 
converted to a small one using 

(Continued on page 4) 
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key can be pressed to select the menu item. 
 
[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\*\shell\Echo 
Parm\command] 
is the command key in the Echo Parm key ... 
 
@="cmd.exe /k echo \"%1\"" 
is the value of the command 
 
cmd.exe is the shell, the program that interprets 
commands typed at the command prompt, for 
example.  Older systems used the command.com 
command interpreter. 
 
/k keeps the window open until the user exits 
 
echo displays the text that follows 
 
%1 is the parameter.  (The file name argument 
passed by right clicking is received as the pa-
rameter by the command.) 
 
Since the file name could contain spaces, it is 
quoted so as not to appear as multiple parms. 
 
Since the entire command is quoted, the quotes 
around the parm are escaped with backslashes 
so as not to be interpreted as the end of the 
command. 
 
You are ready to create the real resizing com-
mand.  You are viewing Resize Image.reg.  After 
editing the file, you will run it to merge it into the 
registry. 
 
To begin, change each Echo Parm to Resize 
Image and change Echo &Parm to &Resize 
Image 
 
After cmd.exe, change /k to /c to close the 
window when the command finishes. 
 
The several commands to be interpreted by the 
command shell are separated with ampersands 
to run them as a single command.  Enclose most 
of the commands in parentheses, for clarity, and 
in one case, functionality. 
 

Since the backslash is used as an escape charac-
ter (as to insert a quotation mark), represent 
each real backslash as a double backslash. 
 
The value data of the command key is one long 
line; do not insert any returns.  The syntax is 
critical.  Pay attention to every punctuation mark.  
Here is the entire file: 
 
Windows Registry Editor Version 5.00 
 
[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\*\shell\Resize 
Image] 
@="&Resize Image" 
 
[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\*\shell\Resize 
Image\command] 
@="cmd.exe /c (@ echo off) & (title Resize 
Image) & (dir \"%1\" /b) & (if not exist 
Resized\\nul mkdir Resized) & for /F 
\"usebackq delims=\" %%F in (`dir \"%1
\" /b`) do \"C:\\Program 
Files\\IrfanView\\i_view32.exe\" \"%1
\" /resample=(720,0) /aspectratio /
jpgq=85 /convert=\"Resized\\%%
~nF_.jpg\" " 
 
The @ before echo off prevents the echo off 
command from being displayed, and echo off 
prevents the other commands from being dis-
played 
 
title Resize Image displays Resize Image at 
the top of the window 
 
dir \"%1\" /b displays the directory long 
(friendly) name of the file being processed.  Sev-
eral files can be selected and right clicked as a 
group.  Each file name is displayed in its own 
window.  The /b option displays the file name 
bare - without the size, date, and time. 
 
if not exist Resized\\nul mkdir Resized 
makes directory (folder) Resized if it doesn't exist 
(avoiding an error message) 
 
The for shell command typically performs an 
action on a set of files.  In this case, /F indicates 
"file" parsing for tokens in the output of a  

(Continued on page 7) 
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command (`dir \"%1\" /b`) enclosed in back 
quotes (usebackq). 
 
As tokens are typically delimited by spaces or 
comas, delims= (no delimiters) says to consider 
the entire command output (file name) as one 
item. 
 
As noted, dir \"%1\" /b outputs the friendly 
file name, this time, to use for the output file. 
 
%%F is the variable (fully qualified long file 
name) derived from the dir command 
 
With do the for command runs IrfanView. 
 
%1 is the fully qualified short file name for input 
 
/resample, /aspectratio, /jpgq, and /
convert are discussed above. 
 
Resized\\ is the folder containing the new re-
sized image file 
 
%%~nF is the long base name of the file, with-
out the drive, path, and extension 
 
_ is appended to make the file unique, for visual 
identification and in case it is copied into the 
folder with the original files 
 
.jpg is the format of the converted file, regard-
less of the input format 
 
Verify the exact syntax.  Check it again. 
 
Double click the Resize Image.reg file.  Confirm 
you want to add it to the registry.  It's ready to 
use! 
 
Right click a picture file and click Resize Image.  
Your resized picture is now in the Resized folder 
(inside the original folder).  Use shift or ctrl to 
select a few pictures, right click, and run Resize 
Image. 
 
Ready to send the .reg file to your cousin?  Re-
member to call or write about it first.  She has 

learned to ignore attachments that can be run. 
 
I'm going to send this to Irfan.  I hope he builds 
a powerful multi-purpose shortcut menu exten-
sion into IrfanView. 
 
Maybe you can come up with a simpler solution.  
I'm sure Fido can. 
 
The tool discussed has been tested and is useful.  
This information is presented with the hope that 
it is valuable to you.  Use it at your sole risk.  All 
information is provided 'as-is', without any war-
ranty, express or implied, of its accuracy, com-
pleteness, or fitness for a particular purpose.  No 
individual, group, or organization shall be liable 
for any damages, even if advised of the possibil-
ity of such damages. 
 

* * * 
 
Editor's note:  To save typing all those punctuation 
marks, Hank's registry file (Resize Image.reg) is at 
http://asciigroup.org/files.php 
 
 
 

FREE PERSONAL FIREWALLS 
 
We know we need them, but do we all have 
them? 
Firewalls. They protect our systems from 
many of the bad software and hackers that 
want to use them. 
Here’s a page that has listed a bunch of free 
firewalls that you can use. There are links to 
each one listed, and a short promotional 
(that means provided by the firewall’s 
maker) blurb, too. 
If you don’t have a firewall, here’s your 
chance to try out a few to see which one fits 
your needs best. 
 
Did I mention they are free? 
 
http://netsecurity.about.com/library/
blfreefirewall.htm 
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Ask Mr. Modem! - July 2004 
By Richard A. Sherman 
 
 
Q.  I'm the editor of my computer club's email 
newsletter. From time to time I come across arti-
cles on the Web that I'd like to publish in the news-
letter, but I'm never sure if I can do that legally or 
not. What's okay and what's not okay to use as far 
as copyrights? 
 
A. Consider everything you see on a Web site as pro-
tected material that can only be used with the permis-
sion of the copyright holder, unless there is specific 
language to the contrary. When in doubt, look for a 
"contact" link and ask permission. If there is an email 
link to the author of an article, try contacting the au-
thor directly.  
 
Most sites won't object if you're using an article for 
non-commercial, non-profit purposes AND you pro-
vide the appropriate credit, including the author and 
the Web site address of the source document. But al-
ways ask first because, as Wilfred Brimley would say, 
"It's the right thing to do." 
 
 
 
Q.  My computer is frequently freezing up and at 
other times I've been unable to start programs. I've 
been told I may have too many programs running 
"behind the scenes," whatever that means. Can 
you help, Mr. Modem? 
 
A.  Absolutely! For any version of Windows other 
than Windows 2000, click Start > Run and type in 
"msconfig" (without the quotes), then click 
OK.  When the System Configuration Utility 
launches, click the Startup tab.   
 
The programs that have a check mark next to them are 
programs that are launched automatically when you 
start up your computer.  These programs are referred 
to as "running in the background."  They are consum-
ing your computer's memory (RAM), so if you don't 
need a program launching at startup, it's best to dis-

able it by removing the check mark.   
 
The two programs that must always have a check 
mark are SYSTRAY or SYSTEM TRAY and EX-
PLORER, if you have them.  Some versions of Win-
dows require these programs in order to function 
properly, so if you see them, don't remove the check 
marks.  To review a detailed discussion about the use 
of msconfig, visit www.netsquirrel.com/msconfig. 
 
 
 
Q.  Your weekly newsletter is fabulous. I'm new to 
computers and I've learned more from it than I've 
learned from any book, but one thing I'm not sure 
how to do is to rename a file. Can you explain that?  
 
A.  I'm glad you're enjoying your subscription. The 
most common way to rename a file or folder is to 
right-click the name and select Rename from the 
menu displayed. Speaking of right-clicking -- they 
don't call me the Prince of Segues for nothing -- 
whenever you're not quite sure what to do anywhere in 
Windows, try right-clicking to view a number of op-
tions available to you at that point. You won't hurt 
anything by right-clicking and you'll probably be 
amazed at the number of options that reside just a 
right-click away. 
 
A faster way to rename a file is to select (highlight) 
the file by clicking it once, then press the F2 key and 
typing in the new file name.  
 
(Do you have a question for Mr. Modem? Join sub-
scribers worldwide who receive Mr. Modem's 
Weekly newsletter and prompt responses to their 
questions. For more information visit 
www.MrModem.com. ) 
 
(c) 2004 Get-the-Net, Inc. 
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offers simple, straight- forward descriptions of seem-
ingly cryptic things like anti-matter, quasars, quarks, 
singularity, pulsars, and McDonald's secret sauce.  
http://tinyurl.com/2b23p 
 
 
(Do you have a question for Mr. Modem? Join sub-
scribers worldwide who receive Mr. Modem's 
Weekly newsletter and prompt responses to their 
questions. For more information visit 
www.MrModem.com. ) 
 
(c) 2004 Get-the-Net, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 

ON THE NET 
 

Saturn’s Rings up close 
 “As Cassini passed directly through a gap in 
Saturn's rings, it got the closest view any spacecraft 
has ever had of the Ringed Planet. “ 
http://www.universetoday.com/am/publish/
saturns_rings_up_close.html 
 
Find a lost Windows Product  Key  
 “Learn the procedures and tools you can use 
to reveal a lost product key for a currently installed 
version of Windows. “ 
http://techrepublic.com.com/5100-6268_11-
5242778.html?tag=e101 
 
 
Internet Explorer more vulnerable than ever 
 “Using Microsoft's Internet Explorer Web 
browser to surf the Internet has become a marked risk 
— even with the latest security patches installed. “ 
(As an aside, IE’s been so vulnerable to attacks of so 
many types that you really shoulod consider another 
browser—ed.) 
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/news/2004-07-01-
cyber-threat_x.htm 
 
 
“Court Rules that ISPs May Read Customers' 
Email Without Their Knowledge” 
 You’ve got to read this… 
 (Take the feedback with a grain of salt…) 
http://www.aunty-spam.com/?postid=70 

Mr. Modem's DME (Don't Miss 'Em) Sites of the 
Month -  July 2004 
By Richard A. Sherman 
 
 
Free After Rebate 
The focus here is primarily computer hardware, soft-
ware and consumer electronics items. Like most re-
bates, you pay for the item first, then submit the rebate 
materials. All products listed have 100% rebates, so if 
you like to get things for free (less shipping and sales 
tax), be sure to pay this site a visit. 
http://www.freeafterrebate.info 
 
Novelty Musical Instruments 
If you long to return to a simpler musical time, Natalia 
Pruz plays a variety of novelty musical instruments 
including the musical saw, Austrian and American 
cowbells (which begs the question, if you play one 
cowbell, can't you play them all?), the toy piano, and 
the always popular theremin. The site has sound sam-
ples, history, a composer's manual, poetry, and a col-
lectibles page.   
http://www.sawlady.com 
 
Puzzability 
During these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer, when 
it's too hot to go outside and breathing is the most 
physical activity planned for the day, what better time 
to do some puzzles? Puzzability puzzles are not your 
typical, ho-hum word games or connect-the-dots. Puz-
zability creates puzzles for Web sites, advertisements, 
packaging and promotions, game shows, special 
events, contests, CDs, magazines and even restaurant 
placemats.   
http://www.puzzability.com 
 
 
Search Engines WorldWide 
More than 3,000 search engines, sorted by country. It's 
as easy to use as clicking the appropriate country's 
name on the left side of the screen. To the right will 
appear search engines associated with that country. 
Just the other day I needed to find something in Turk-
manistan's Altyn Asyr Zone, and faster than you can 
say, "halkara asgabat mekdebi," I found it! 
http://tinyurl.com/2jvg7 
 
 
Strange Stuff Explained 
Based on the theories of Stephen Hawking, this site 
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Westside Meetings 
 

ABACUS  building 
3rd Street & Earll Drive 

Phoenix, AZ 
 

The second Saturday of each Month 
at 12:30 P.M. 

Eastside Meetings 
 

Pyle Adult Center 
Southwest corner of Rural Road and  

Southern, in the Tempe Library complex 
 

The fourth Saturday of each Month. 
Steering: 12:30 P.M. — Q&A: 1:30 P.M. 
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